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PS. 315 Diaz
cheated on
extra salary

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ

Special Commissioner of Inves-
tigation for the New York City school
district Richard J. Condon released
areport on Wednesday, January 11,
which detailed the findings of an
investigation concluding that the
principal of P.S. 31, Liza Cruz Diaz,
left school at the end of her regular
Department of Education work day,
on a regular basis, but directed sec-
retary Melissa Carey to punch out
her per session activity time card
several hours later.

Per session activities, as de-
fined by the United Federation of
Teachers web site, are activities
such as sports or clubs that students
can participate under the supervi-
sion of faculty members. The teach-
ers are compensated at a rate of
$41.98 per hour in addition to their
regular salary. Cruz Diaz’s per ses-
sion rate at the time was recorded
as $43.94.

As a result of the hours
punched on Diaz’s time card, the
principal earned thousands of dol-
lars in per session pay for hours she
did not work, Condon said. Since
2008, when Carey began the time-
keeping practice for the principal,
Daiz claimed to have worked more
than 900 per session activity hours
and earned more than $40,000 in
gross per session pay.

Condon’s investigation also re-
vealed that Diaz used Department
of Education funds to pay for items

Continued on page 34
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Residents rallied during a vote by the Industrial Development Agency on a proposed $80 million New York City subsidy
package to on-line grocer Fresh Direct to move to Mott Haven.
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On-line grocer takes
hit over borough diss

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ

After Fresh Direct announced
plans to relocate its headquarters
to an 18-acre parcel at the Harlem
River Yards, critics of the deal are
weighing in.

On Tuesday, February 14 at
an 8:45 a.m. press conference local
residents rallied at the Industrial
Development Agency’s vote on the
proposed $80 million New York
City subsidy package to go to Fresh
Direct to move their central head-
quarters to the Mott Haven neigh-
borhood.

“Without public hearings or
notification last Tuesday, city, state
and Bronx officials announced a
nearly $130 million subsidy package
for Fresh Direct to leave its Queens
facility and expand its operations
at the Harlem River Yards in The
Bronx,” said a press release sent by
Bettina Demani, Project Manager
for Good Jobs New York.

“The proposed project would
bring more diesel truck traffic to

Continued on page 34
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Just Remodeled And Expanded With Brand New Office
Equipment And Modern Sterilization. WE
All Unions, Insurance And Medicaid Welcomed. ’
Four Doctors On Staff, Choose The One You Like.
Come And Check Us Out!! KIDS

Reasonable Fees Quality Dentistry
Dr. Serge Sandler, D.D.S.

3366 Boston Road (2 Blocks North of Gun Hill Road)

(718) 547-5280
FREE CONSULIATION

* All Union & Insurance Plans Accepted
Local 1500, 338, 530, 1180, PBA, 1199, CSEA, DDS - Locals, Aetna, Met Life, Guardian,
DC-37, GHI, UFT, 237, Carpenters, Marble Workers, Blue Cross, NYNEX
and Many More

Medicaid, Fidelis, Metro Plus, New York Presbyterian, GHI HMO welcomed

= Natural Colored Fillings * Cosmetic Dentistry (bonding & laminates)
* Denture Repairs While You Wait = Replace Missing Teeth While You Wait

English, Russian & Spanish Spoken * Se Habla Espaiiol



City Island’s old school house
receives NYC landmark status

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ

Roberto Soto, a City
Island resident for the past
17 years said tells people he
is so old, he lives in a mu-
seum.

Well he does, the Nau-
tical Museum Building on
City Island which this year
was designated a New York
City Landmark.

“This is a wonderful
place and it is wonderful liv-
ing in a an old established
building,” Soto said. “Ev-
eryone on the island knows
where the old school house
is. The more I hear about
this wonderful building,
the more I feel lucky to live
here.

“This building is not
built like they are now, this
is a very solid structure,
with a very high ceiling and
very thick walls. I am very
happy to live here, not only
because it is structurally
sound, but also because of

its rich history.”

The school, which
first opened as P.S. 102 and
later as P.S. 17, is located at
190 Fordham Street. The
back portion of the build-
ing contains condos, where
Soto currently resides. The
building is also home to the
Nautical Museum as well as
a community center.

The New York City
Landmark designation will
be presented at a City Coun-
cil hearing in March.

The building first
opened in 1898 with about
400 students and eight class-
rooms. It was designed by
then famed New York City
architect Charles Snyder.

P.S. 102 was renum-
bered P.S 17 in 1903 and
was designated as The City
Island School in 1916. From
1929 to 1930 the school was
expanded to meet the needs
of the growing island popu-
lation, and was replaced in

1975 by P.S. 175. The original
building was then used by
the various groups it still
houses there today.

During the 1980s City
Island developer Haim Jo-
seph purchased the prop-
erty and converted the back
of the building into condos,
under the agreement that
the nautical museum and
community center could re-
main.

Long-time resident and
City Island Civic association
member Russell Schaller
said having the building
landmarked means a lot to
him.

“I went to school there
starting in the 1930s,”
Shaller said. “I always liked
the school, I think it was a
better school than P.S. 75.
We had very excellent teach-
ers, who were all locals and
grew up on City Island. I
am happy to see it has been
landmarked.”

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

The City Island Nautical Museum, located at 190 Fordham Street on City Island, which was recently
designated a New York City Landmark.

Black history reflections at library

Celebrate your favorite
African American author
by reading their prose at
the 23rd National African
American Read-In on Tues-
day, February 21. The event,
which recognizes Black
History Month, will start

at 6 p.m. at the Parkchester
Library at 1985 Westchester
Avenue.

Anyone can participate
by choosing a piece of litera-
ture or excerpt from a longer
text by an African Ameri-
can author. You get up to five

minutes to share your piece
with the audience.

To attend or partici-
pate, contact Nicole at the
PEP for Seniors office, (718)
409-1619 or ntambini@cen-
terlight.org. Refreshments
will be served.

ONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

PR

SERVICE CE TER
IS NOW OPEN!

Open 7 Days A Week

MON-FRI 7:30AM-8PM, SAT 7:30AM-6PM, SUN 9AM-4PM
No Appt. Necessary, Oil Changes, 30 Min. Or Less.
Tire Rotation, Batteries, Wipers, Filters & MORE! Gpessanice™ >

/
WATCH FOH‘ 5 o
THE WRENCH o F F

MAINTENANCE MINDER SERVICES

YOURVERICLE'S MAINTENANCE MINDER SYSTEM TRACKS THE REMAINING ENGINE OIL LIFE IN YOURVEHICLE. IT
THEN DISPLAYS MAINTENANCE SERVICE SYMBOLS IN THE ODOMETER/TRIP METER AREA. AS PART OF THE MAINTE-
NANCE MINDER SYSTEM, A SEPARATE “WRENCH” CON APPEARS, INDICATING THAT REQUIRED MAINTENANCE IS DUE.

Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers
can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 2/22/12 Bronx Times Edition

HONDA
on.908.3771

(ACROSS FROM NEW CAR SHOWROOM)

OIL CHANGE

FOR ANY 1" TIME HONDA OF NEW ROCHELLE CUSTOMER

Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers
can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 2/22/12 Bronx Times Edition

HONDAOFNEWROCHELLE.COM

IFYOU...

Worked or received unemployment in 2011

Earned less than $18,000 with no dependents

Earned less than $50,000 with dependent
...YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $7,700 IN EARNED INCOME
TAX CREDITS.* THESE CREDITS ARE MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET!
FILE A RETURN.

For locations, visit
or call

You may also be eligible for food stamps.
Ask your tax preparer to learn more.

*Amount of refurn depends on eligibility, income, credits and other factors. Refund based on tax year 2011 ETC eligibility requirements & maximum credits.
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j" Universal Physical Therapy, PC.

“Where Your Health Is Our Universe”

MAKE PHYSICAL THERAPY YOUR

FIRST CHOICE FOR RELIEF
FROM MUSCLE AND JOINT PAIN

WE ACCEPT

Major insurance companies but not limited to: Medicaid , Medicare, Health First, TouchStone
Health, Metro Plus, Empire, Union 1199, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, VNS, Worker’s Compensation,
= No Fault Insurances and Many More. Inquire About Others.

WE OFFER TREATMENTS FOR

¢ Muscle and Joint Pain

e Back and Neck Pain

¢ Arthroscopic Surgeries for Knee & Shoulder
¢ Post Total Knee & Hip Replacements

¢ Post Rotator Cuff Surgery

e And Many More

FEB. 16-22,2012 4
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CALL TODAY TO START FEELING BETTER!
www.uptpc.com T18.518.8040 Emai: meldeeb@uptpc.com




St. Theresa students urge
merchants to go smoke-free

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ

Dante Natoli and An-
gelo Salvatico, two 8th grade
students from St. Theresa
School, who are not con-
cerned with what the “cool
thing to do” is, are hoping to
lead the way to a smoke free
Bronx.

On Thursday, February
9, the boys gave a presen-
tation to a small audience
that included students, fac-
ulty, Assemblyman Michael
Bennedetto, and commu-
nity board representative
Patrick Caruso, about their
findings while surveying
several deli and store own-
ers in their community.

The teens set up their
presentation as a newscast,
which they called ‘What’s
happening in the Bronx’
and explained that within
a five block radius of the
school, there were multiple
tobacco advertisements in
store windows and gas sta-
tions.

“We discovered that
tobacco advertising is ram-
pant in our neighborhood
and frankly it is a shame,”
Natoli said.

Throggs Neck Com-
munity Action Partnership
member Joanne Timmins
said the two boys were

educated to all of the nega-
tive effects of smoking by
the smoke-free after school
program, the students also
worked after school with
their school prevention
counselor Theresa Esposito.

The Throggs Neck
Community Action Part-
nership, a local coalition of
public, private, faith, civic
and legislative organiza-
tions that, since 1998, works
together to prevent alcohol
and substance abuse among
our youth.

The group works to
implement prevention and
intervention strategies
through community collab-
oration and to advocate for
healthy and productive life
styles and respect for resi-
dents. They received a small
grant that they have used in
8 different schools through-
out the Bronx to educate stu-
dents about the hazards of
smoking, and also to bring
the issue to the attention to
political figures and com-
munity board members.

“Studies have shown
that tobacco advertising has
a negative affect on youth
because the more advertis-
ing they see, the more likely
they are to smoke,” Salava-
tico said.

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez

Dante Natoli (I) and Angelo Salvatico (m), two eighth grade students
from St. Theresa worked with their school prevention counselor
Theresa Esposito (right) to prepare a presentation on Thursday,
February 9 for parents, faculty and staff on the harmful effects
on children of smoke-related advertising in neighborhoods in the

Bronx.

Napoli agreed.

“This is true,” he said.
“Not only are tobacco ex-
ecutives increasing sales by
advertising in our neighbor-
hood, but they also adver-
tise in the way they display
their cigarettes.”

The boys showed a
power point slide of a pic-
ture of what they call “the
power wall”. “The power
wall” is the actual display
of cigarettes most delis and
pharmacies have behind the
counter.

“With youth in our
community being exposed
to the power wall and tobac-
co ads it is no wonder why
so many have been smoking
cigarettes,” Napoli said.

On January 19, the boys
along with a chaperone, con-
ducted several interviews
with local deli and pharma-
Cy Owners.

“Thisdeliownershared
some interesting facts,” Na-
poli said, referring to a clip
the boys played for their
audience. “We learned that
when delis display tobacco
advertisements, they get
a discount for every car-
ton they sell. In addition to
that, cigarette sales really
increase their overall store
sales.”

Although the boys
found some owners were
willing to talk to them,
others refused to be inter-
viewed.

“After several disap-
pointing interviews, we
have a new found respect for
pharmacies in our area,”
Salvatico said.

The students inter-
viewed a pharmacist near
school and were surprised
by his answer.

“We interviewed a lo-
cal pharmacist and learned
that he values the health
and well being of his cus-
tomers,” Salvatico said. “He
only sells products that pro-
mote good health.”

Salavatico said he
wants to see more store own-
ers supporting a smoke-free
environment for kids.

“I want to see people
supporting not selling ciga-
rettes where kids are,” he
said. “I want to see more of
that not only in the Bronx
but across the country.”

RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK
INVITES YOU TO A FREE TAX
PREPARATION DAY!

Presented by

ARINANGIYHI

Saturday, February 25, 2012 e 10AM to 4PM
at Bronx Community Board 12
4101 White Plains Road at 229™ Street
Call 718-882-0440 for an appointment.

2011 FEDERAL & NYS TAX RETURNS PREPARED
BY AN IRS-CERTIFIED VITA VOLUNTEER PREPARER
FOR ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS OF THE BRONX

You are eligible for FREE tax filing: If you are single with
no dependents and earn less than $25,000, or you file with
dependents and earn less than $50,000

Things to Bring with You:

* Photo IDs

* Social Security Cards for all named on Tax Return
e \W-2 and/or 1099 Statements

e Documentation and care provider Tax ID Number,
if claiming child care expenses

e Last year's Income Tax Returns
e Any other relevant tax information

Sponsored by

RIDGEWOOD

SAVINGS BANK G
We Treat You Like Family

www.ridgewoodbank.com

3824 White Plains Road

Member FDIC

*Tax preparation services are provided by Ariva, a non-profit organization. Ridgewood Savings Bank makes
no representation regarding, and is not responsible in any way for the Ariva tax preparation services.
Appointment is required.

=

2log ‘ege-91 'g3d SANIL XNodd



6

BRONX TIMES FEB. 16-22,2012

jep
optical

twice
as hice

Now it is time to treat yourself. Indulge
and update your style with new frames
from jcpenney. How can you afford to
pass on these prices?

february 2 pairs of eyeglasses*

single vision, clear scratch-resistant lenses and any frame up to $120

no-line bifocals $34 more per pair
Bay Plaza Shopping Center (718) 862-9419

call 1-877-jcpeyes or visit jcpenneyoptical.com E u

weaccept thousands of vision care plans. call today for your annual eye exam or bringin your R. *Complete pair purchase required. Both pair

must be for same prescription and customer. Some exclusions may apply. Additional charge may be applied for strong Rx. Bifocals and/or

progressives, specialty lenses and lens options are additional. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care
dependents

plan, package pricing or prior orders. law. Eyeexams performed byind dDoctorsof Optometry.
\ Offr valid 2//12-2/29/12

Throgs Neck Rheumatology

Specialized Care of Arthritis and Osteoporosis

A

Sandeep Gupta, MD Director

e State of the Art Treatment of Rheumatoid Arthritis and
severe Psoriasis, with drugs in our infusion suite.

® Do you have osteoporosis with heartburn?
We have solutions, including intravenous medicines given
every 3 months or once a year.

e Do you have knee pain? We have options available,
including gel injections.

e We will spend the time needed to make the diagnosis and
discuss your options.

e All Commercial Insurance Plans & Medicare Accepted

e Early and Late Hours available:
Tuesday 7:15 am - 12 pm
Thursday 2:00 pm - 6:30 pm

2911 Barkley Avenue ® Bronx, NY 10465
7189310905

Grand marshals selected for
2012 Bronx St. Pat’s Parade

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

When the 2012 Bronx
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
steps off from the corner
of E. Tremont and Randall
avenues on Sunday, March
11, three outstanding Irish-
American community lead-
ers will be honored.

Selected by the com-
mittee as the grand mar-
shals for the parade, which
steps off at noon, are Jus-
tice Douglas McKeon and
businesswoman Regina
Gallagher-Marengo.  The
honored clergy member is
Sister Bridget O’Sullivan,
a teacher for 49 years at St.
Helena Girls and Monsignor
Scanlan high schools.

“They are individu-
als who are known to us,
or brought to our attention,
who represent community
service, spiritual dedica-
tion, and Bronx Irish spir-
it,” said Karin O’Conner of
the parade committee.

Justice McKeon has
been Administrative Judge
for Civil Matters in the 12th
Judicial District since Janu-
ary 2011. Previously, he
served as presiding justice
of the of the appellate first
department, and as a New
York State Supreme Court
Justice has handled high
profile cases including the
Happy Land Fire case, and
is currently presiding in the
civil case brought by Nafis-
satou Diallo against Domin-
ique Strauss-Khan.

His selection as one of
the grand marshals serves
as an expression of faith his
Irish-American neighbors
have placed in his work in
the law and courts, and this
work must have given them
a sense of pride and a be-
cause they are publicly ac-
knowledging them, McKeon
said.

“It was totally unex-
pected, and I was really
quite touched because I have
been honored by law-related
organizations, but in a way
this is kind of a testament
by my neighbors,” McKeon
stated. “I obviously felt flat-
tered that they would select
me for such an honor.”

McKeon has lived his
entire life in the Bronx,
presently in the Pelham
Parkway community. His

SISTER BRIDGET O'SULLIVAN

his father Edwin McKeon
was the Chief Clerk of the
Bronx Civil Court.

Regina Gallagher-
Marengo grew up in the
Bronx and established En-
sign Engineering, a multi-
disciplinary  engineering
firm, in 1993. The firm is
presently located off Bruck-
ner Boulevard and has been
working on the reconstruc-
tion of the World Trade Cen-
ter since 2006, as well as on
projects for the Department
of Design and Construction
and the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey.

She is also a commis-
sioned officer in the United
States Navy, and since 2009,
has been commanding offi-
cer of the Naval Mobile Con-
struction Battalion 26.

Having spent St. Pat-
rick’s Day serving in Af-
ghanistan in 2011 will make
spending it as grand mar-
shal of this parade even
more sweet, Gallagher-
Marengo stated.

“I am thrilled to be
selected as a grand mar-
shal in 2012 Throggs Neck
St. Patrick’s Day Parade,”
Gallagher-Marengo stat-
ed. “This parade is such
a great celebration of our
Irish-American heritage in

Throggs Neck. It exempli-
fies what is so wonderful in
our area: the camaraderie of
the community, the spirit of
the neighborhood, and our
wonderful merchants along
E. Tremont Avenue.”

A Sparkill Dominican
sister, Sr. Bridget Teresa
O’Sullivan was raised in
Mott Haven and Castle Hill
in an Irish immigrant fam-
ily, with her mother from
County Cork, and her father
from County Kerry, she said.

Upon her graduation
from Walton High School in
1946, she felt herself called
to a religious vocation. She
professed her vows on April
6, 1948.

She retired from teach-
ing on Labor Day 2011 after
being on the faculty of Mon-
signor Scanlan for 49 years,
and spent a total of 65 years
teachingin Catholic schools,
she stated. Her selection as
honored clergy is an honor
that came as a surprise and
she has only watched the
Bronx St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade as a spectator before,
O’Sullivan stated.

“I was very surprised
and it was one of those
things that seemed to come
out of the blue,” O’Sullivan.
“I feel so honored.”
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Preston cheerleaders
are off to the Nationals

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ

“In order to achieve
your dreams, all you need is
faith, trust and a little pixie
dust,” quoted Preston High
School senior and cheerlead-
ing captain Brianna Finelli,
during her speech at a show-
case the team held for fam-
ily and friends on Tuesday,
February 7.

In truefairy tale
fashion, the Preston High
School Panthers will head
off to Disney World in Or-
lando, Florida to compete
in the National high school
cheerleading competition, a
dream come true according
to the girls.

Fortheteam,alongwith
their coaches Lori Finelli
and John Braca, receiving
an invitation to nationals
was an unprecedented mile-
stone as they are the first
team in the school’s history
to qualify and attend.

The ‘Cinderella team’
received their qualifying
spot by competing in the
Universal Cheerleaders As-
sociation regional competi-
tion at Hofstra University
in April of last year against
teams from New York, New

Jersey, and Connecticut.

“For the last four
years, I've had the honor of
being on the most incred-
ible cheerleading team in
Preston’s history, and this
year, these 11 girls and I,
along with our phenomenal
coaches made our dream of
getting a bid to nationals a
reality and I can not express
how proud I am,” Brianna
Finelli said. “Competing at
nationals in Disney World is
every cheerleader’s dream
and getting there is a lot
easier for some than others;
let’s just say getting there
was not easy for us.”

The best feeling in the
world, according to Brianna
Finelli, was when she heard
the announcer at the region-
al competition say her team
would be heading to nation-
als.

“When Preston High
School was announced, I felt
accomplished,” she said.

All of the funds needed
for the team to travel to Or-
lando was raised by the girls
who held various fund rais-
ers throughout the year.

“We got sponsors, sold
wreaths at Christmas time,

and we made just enough to
pay for our trip to nation-
als,” Coach Lori Finellisaid.
Head coach John Braca said
ithasbeen his dream as well
as the girls’ to get a chance
to compete in the national
competition.

“This is my fourth year
coaching at Preston, and
I have watched these girls
grow into amazing and tal-
ented individuals,” Braca
said. “I'm their biggest sup-
porter and have always be-
lieved in them. I am proud
to say I coached them.”

The girls expressed
the same admiration Braca
expressed for them during
their speeches on Tuesday
night.

“Johnny is such a great
person and coach,” Preston
High School junior Franc-
esca Primiani said. “When
we hurt, he hurts, when we
laugh, he laughs, when we
cry, he cries, and when we
sweat, he really sweats. He
can understand us like no
other because he knows how
tobringout the inner person
that we are. I couldn’t ask
for a better coach to bring
us down to nationals.”

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez

Preston High School cheerleaders pose for a team picture on the mat before performing a showcase
they put together for family and friends.

RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK
INVITES YOU TO A FREE TAX
PREPARATION DAY!

Presented by
ARIVA, Inc.

Saturday, February 18,2012 ¢ 10AM to 4PM
at Ridgewood Savings Bank
3445 Jerome Ave., Bronx, NY 10467
Space is Limited!
Call 718-881-3430 for an appointment.

2011 FEDERAL & NYS TAX RETURNS PREPARED
BY AN IRS-CERTIFIED VITA VOLUNTEER PREPARER
FOR ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS OF THE BRONX

You are eligible for FREE tax filing: If you are single with
no dependents and earn less than $25,000, or you file with
dependents and earn less than $50,000

Things to Bring with You:
e Photo IDs
e Social Security Cards for all named on Tax Return

e W-2 and/or 1099 Statements

e Documentation and care provider Tax ID Number,
if claiming child care expenses

e Last year's Income Tax Returns
e Any other relevant tax information

Sponsored by

RIDGEWOOD

SAVINGS BANK G
We Treat You Like Family

www.ridgewoodbank.com

3445 Jerome Avenue
Member FDIC

*Tax preparation services are provided by Ariva, a non-profit organization. Ridgewood Savings Bank makes
no representation regarding, and is not responsible in any way for the Ariva tax preparation services.
Appointment is required.
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40th PCT.

- SAT, JAN. 21st, 6:05 a.m.
O _ 63 Bruckner Blvd. Police in-
- vestigators were summoned to
Lincoln Medical Center after a
 Hispanic male appeared at the
© hospital seeking assistance for a
™ bullet wound. The man was suf-
m fering from a bullet wound to the
side of the head. Upon conducting
the inquiry, authorities learned that
the victim was in possession of an
amount of a controlled substance
which lead to his arrest.

41st PCT.

THURS, JAN. 19th, 8:05
a.m. — 1026 Faile St. A 21 year old
black male was arrested by police
after he failed to present a license
for a gun. Taken away from the sus-
pect was a 9-mm pistol.

SAT, JAN. 21st, 3:45 a.m. -
405 Hunts Point Ave. Police inves-
tigators are looking into an incident
where two persons had been shot.
Reports also indicated that a per-
son had been slashed.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 2:20
p-m. — 619 Casanova St. Police of-
ficers removed another gun off of
Bronx streets. This time a 38-cali-
ber revolver was taken away from
its owner who failed to possess
the proper license to have a gun in
NYC.

42nd PCT.

WED, JAN. 18th, 12:15
a.m. — Washington Ave. and East
167 St. A police officer assigned
to the Bronx Task Force arrested
a person who failed to obtain a
license to own a gun in the city.
Taken away from the culprit was a
9-mm pistol.

SUN, JAN. 22nd, 3:30 a.m.
— Cauldwell Ave. and East 163 St.
Police officers were summoned
to Lincoln Medical Center after a
person arrived at the hospital seek-
ing help for a bullet wound. The
unidentified victim, reported to be
in stable condition, was suffering
from a wound to the left leg. Local
detectives will handle the inquiry.

SUN, JAN. 22nd, 3:35 a.m.
— 819 East 173 St. Police officers
called to a crime scene located evi-
dence indicating that several bul-
lets had been fired. The evidence
was collected by the police offi-
cers and vouched. This could help
detectives find the person who had
fired the gun. No injuries were re-
ported.

WED, JAN. 25th, 2:30 a.m.
— 1211 Simpson Ave. Police offi-
cers arrested another person who
failed to obtain the proper license
to own a gun in NYC. The gun was
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vouched as evidence pending the
outcome of the court trail.

43rd PCT.

THURS, )JAN. 19th, 4:10
p-m. — 1709 Randall Ave. Local
undercover police officers chased
a 31 year old black male into his
home. The male culprit locked the
door on the police officers keeping
them at bay. Police officers from
the Emergency Service Squad,
Hostage Negations Team, and
other specialized units responded.
After a while, the man surrendered
to police officers without any addi-
tional problem.

SUN, JAN. 22nd, 6:45 p.m.
— 2105 Blackrock Ave. Emergency
first responders were needed at a
Unionport area building. A 27 year
old man was on the roof's ledge
threatening to jump. Additional
police officers were summoned
to the scene in addition to offi-
cers from the Emergency Service
Squad. Once police officials gain
control of the man he was removed
from his perch and taken to Jacobi
Medical Center.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 12:20
a.m. — Seward and Metcalf Aves.
A suspect was arrested after a gun
was recovered from the person.
Upon checking, local police offi-
cers learned that the unidentified
culprit failed to obtain the proper
license to own a gun in NYC. The
weapon, a 38-caliber revolver, was
vouched as evidence.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 9:00
p.m. — 1681 Bruckner Blvd. The
nerve center of a taxi company was
robbed by two Hispanic males. The
two unknown male culprits were
wearing masks when they entered
the communications center of a liv-
ery cab company. At gun point the
pair announced the robbery and
fled with eight-hundred dollars.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 10:40
p.m. — 1228 Beach Ave. An un-
dercover police officer arrested
a 26 year old black male who had
obtained a gun illegally. The 26
year old man was in possession of
a 380-caliber pistol when arrested.
The gun was vouched as evidence
by the police officer.

TUES, JAN. 24th, 6:00
p-m. — 2160 Castle Hill Ave. Sev-
eral black males caused injury to

an elderly Hispanic woman. The
unknown group grabbed the 81
year old woman’s wallet. The ac-
tion of the male culprits caused the
woman to fall down receiving minor
injuries.

44th PCT.

FRI, JAN. 20th, 1:30 a.m.
- 1315 Miriam Ave. Authorities
are looking into a shooting that
sent the victim to Lincoln Medi-
cal Center. Officials indicated that
the male victim might have shot
himself. Police recovered evidence
at the shooting scene that will be
helpful during the inquiry. The vic-
tim was arrested for illegal posses-
sion of a gun.

FRI, JAN. 20th, 9:30 p.m. —
1201 Shakespeare Ave. An investi-
gation was launched after authori-
ties learned that a male had been
shot in the Highbridge section.
The male victim was taken to St.
Barnabas Hospital suffering from a
grazed wound.

SUN, JAN. 22nd, 1:40
a.m. — 1505 Grand Concourse. A
suspect was arrested as local po-
lice officers vouched another gun.
This time a 40-caliber weapon was
taken off the streets and away from
a person who failed to obtain a li-
cense for the gun in NYC.

45th PCT.

THURS, JAN. 19th, 3:00
p.m. — 1634 Mahan Ave. An un-
identified person found a way into
another house of worship. The
culprit attempted to enter the at-
tached convent attached to Our
Lady of Assumption, but found the
door locked. Police experts indi-
cated that the door was damaged
during the incident. This is part of
an ongoing inquiry.

SAT, JAN. 21st, 9:35 p.m.
— 140 Elgar PI. Police officers and
Co-Op City Safety Officers came
to the aid of a 23 year old male
who had been shot in section # b
of the housing complex. The black
man was suffering from two bul-
let wounds to the back and a third
shot that entered the shoulder. The
injured victim was transported to
Jacobi Medical Center for treat-
ment. A 17 year old black male has
been arrested in connection with
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this incident. The inquiry is ongoing
by local detectives.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 11:10
a.m. — Northbound traffic came
to a halt on the Hutchinson River
Parkway after a tractor-trailer trav-
elled north of the Bruckner Inter-
change struck an overpass. The
Westchester Ave overpass was
struck by the oversized vehicle
causing the cargo to flip on its side.
Two workers were seriously injured
in the mishap as a CSX railroad
cargo container fell on the roadway
blocking several lanes. Traffic was
detoured for hours. Highway 1's
Accident Investigation Squad of-
ficers responded to the scene to
obtain additional information about
the incident.

46th PCT.

THURS, JAN. 19th, 7:30
p-m. — 2364 Tiebout Ave. Police
were called to the emergency room
of Jacobi Medical Center. A 22 year
old Hispanic man entered the hos-
pital suffering from a bullet wound
to the right thigh area. Local police
officers contacted detectives from
the Ryer Ave. Squad who will be
conducting the inquiry.

SAT, JAN. 21st, 1:05 a.m. -
1820 Morris Ave. Another gun was
taken off of Bronx streets. This
time police vouched a 380-caliber
pistol. The suspect can be facing
a year in jail if found guilty during
the trail.

47th PCT.

WED, JAN. 18th, 4:10 a.m.
— 3313 Laconia Ave. Blocks away
from the local police station an au-
tomobile repair shot was broke into.
Authorities learned that a group of
males broke into the closed facility.
The unknown culprits fled with two
vehicles.

SUN, JAN. 22nd, 9:45 p.m.
— 4370 White Plains Rd. Armed
with a gun, an unknown culprit at-
tempted to rob a commercial es-
tablishment. An alarm went off, and
the culprit, described as a Hispanic
male, panicked and fled before po-
lice arrived.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 12:55
a.m. — 1510 Adee Ave. Detectives
are looking in a break-in at the Holy
Rosary Parish House. Officials in-
dicated that more than one female
was found inside the parish house
by a priest who interrupted the
burglary. Taken during the break-in
was a stereo. A weapon was found
at the scene and is being held as
evidence.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 9:20
p.m. — 4008 Bronxwood Ave. Po-
lice investigators are looking for
two black males. Wearing masks
the pair entered a store at gunpoint
removing several hundred dollars.
There was no report of any inju-

ries.

WED, )AN. 25th, 12:20
a.m. — 724 Nereid Ave. At gunpoint
a neighborhood store was robbed
by two black males. The unknown
pair entered the store, showed a
gun and fled with a cell-phone in
addition to forty-dollars in cash.

WED, JAN. 25th, 11:30
a.m. — 667 East 223 St. Police
investigators looking into the death
of one year old baby boy ended up
arresting the mother’s boyfriend.
The infant was found in an uncon-
scious state and transported to
Montefiore Hospital’s North Divi-
sion. The baby died so two and half
hours later. Authorities found burn
marks and bruises on the baby's
body. After several days of ques-
tioning, the woman'’s boyfriend was
charged with the death.

48th PCT.

SAT, JAN. 21st, 6:30 a.m. -
Arthur Ave. and East Fordham Rd.
Police officers summoned to Mon-
tefiore Hospital’s North Division
summoned investigators from the
48th Pct. to the medical facility. A
male appeared at the hospital seek-
ing assistance for a bullet wound to
the left knee that he received in
the Fordham area. The 48th Pct.
Squad will handle the inquiry.

WED, JAN. 25th, 11:10
a.m. — 4278 Third Ave. A male de-
cided to keep officials at bay. The
culprit locked himself into the bath-
room with his child. Officials from
another city agency tipped the po-
lice officers that the man might be
armed. Additional police officers
were requested to the scene as
the stand-off occurred. Emergency
Service Squad officers forced the
apartment door and were able to
gain custody of the man. Upon
searching the home, a gun was
found and taken to be vouched.

49th PCT.

WED, JAN. 18th, 1:30 p.m.
— 1648 Taylor Ave. Police investi-
gators are looking into the death of
a 25 year old black male. The man
had been stabbed in the chest and
was transported to Jacobi Medical
Center where officials indicated
that he had expired.

WED, JAN. 18th, 3:25
p-m. — 2126 White Plains Rd. A
man tried too many times to rob a
bank. The 59 year old Caucasian
male was arrested after targeting
two banks on the same day. The
culprit attempted to rob the Capi-
tal 1 Bank and then proceeded to a
near-by Chase Manhattan Branch
where he obtained over thirteen
hundred dollars in cash. The man
was arrested shortly thereafter.

THURS, JAN. 19th, 6:40
p-m. - 727 Pelham Pkwy. A black
male robbed a neighborhood beau-
ty salon. The male culprit showed
the victim a gun. He was given two-
hundred dollars before fleeing.

SAT, JAN. 21st, 12:20 p.m.
— A 36 year old Hispanic male was
arrested after being found in pos-
session of an unregistered gun. The
weapon was taken away from the
culprit and vouched as evidence
for a pending court hearing.

SAT, JAN. 21st, 5:20 p.m.

— 1808 Hone Ave. An inquiry was
launched as authorities learned of
a double shooting. Two male broth-
ers had been shot. The more seri-
ous victim was described as having
been struck nine times authorities
indicated that he was in critical
condition. The culprit, described
as a Caucasian male possibly in his
mid-twenties, fled before police
officers arrived. The two victims
were transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center.

MON, JAN. 23rd, 10:35
a.m. — Eastchester Rd. and Pel-
ham Pkwy South. Emergency
units responded to a reported
explosion.  Arriving  personnel
reported that a manhole had
exploded causing an electrical
blackout to a five block area. Au-
thorities checked on persons in
the affected area whom requir-
ing life-supporting equipment.
Con Edison was notified of the
incident and crews responded to
make the required repairs.

TUES, JAN. 24th, 9:50 a.m.
— 2753 Cruger Ave. Police officers
removed another unauthorized gun
off of local streets. With an arrest,
a 38-caliber revolver was vouched
as evidence.

TUES, JAN. 24th, 9:45
p-m. — 724 Lydig Ave. A 17 year
old male was transported to Jacobi
Medical Center. The Latino teen
was suffering from a stab wound to
the chest area.

52nd PCT.

WED, JAN. 18th, 6:44 p.m.
— Aqueduct Ave. and West 190 St.
Authorities are looking for the per-
son who shot a 23 year old Hispan-
ic man. The Latino male was shot
once in the upper back. Officials
became aware of the incident after
the victim appeared at St. Barna-
bas Hospital requesting assistance
for the bullet wound.

THURS, JAN. 19th, 9:55
a.m. — Mosholu Pkwy area. A
search is underway by local sleuths
for a person who spray painted a
swastika on a vehicle. A 39 year
old Hispanic male found the bias
artwork plus some profanity spray
painted on his vehicle. Police were
summoned to the scene which
started the initial inquiry.

Housing

THURS, JAN. 19th, 9:00
a.m. — 965 Tinton Ave. Police in-
vestigators from the 42nd Pct. are
looking for the person who pulled a
gun's trigger. The bullet was fired at
the front door of an apartment. No
injuries were reported, but investi-
gators were provided with evidence
that was found at the scene.

SUN, JAN. 22nd, 2:45 p.m.
— 720 Westchester Ave. Emergen-
cy personnel responded to assist
a one month old infant. The baby
was taken to Lincoln Medical Cen-
ter where officials indicated that
the baby died. The cause of death
was indicated as CIDS.

WED, JAN. 25th, 5:15 p.m.
— 805 Taylor Ave. Two males were
arrested as police officers from
PSA # 8 removed a 9-mm pistol
from the two suspects. The weap-
on was vouched as evidence.
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ETTERS TO THE EDITO

Don Cornelius tribute

Dear editor,

“SOUL TRAIN--The hippest trip in Ameri-
ca; 60 non-stop minutes going through the tracks
of your mind in the exciting world of Soul! And
now here’s your host--Don Cornelius!”

How many of us remember those opening
words that were part of a weekly Saturday mid-
day ritual? Yes, many of us tuned in each week
to watch and listen to “Soul Train” that fea-
tured great new hits in the R&B genre, original
artists appearing to perform and promote those
hits, and the highlight of the hour--the famed
Soul Train Dance Line. Don Cornelius passed
away February 1, 2012 after a reportedly self af-
flicted gunshot wound. He was 75.

Surely, there will never be another like
Don Cornelius, nor Soul Train--his masterpiece
creation, for “you can bet your last money it’s
all going to be a stone gas honey!” Rest in peace
Don Cornelius; “in parting we wish youlove,......
peace,......... and soul!”

Michael S. Wilbekin

NYS Budget has a cost

Dear editor,

Did anyone really believe the new budget
for New York would not come with a cost to its
residents and businesses.

The $69 million from new fees, hiking
existing fees and a major crackdown on tax
breaks, are just the beginning. New fees and
hiking fees could apply to every city/public
service, both business and recreational.

Even the old plan of “Pay for Services”

might just come up again, i.e., pay for garbage
removal, or FDNY/NYPD services for car acci-
dents and fires. This would surely raise your
insurance premiums. Raising vehicle inspec-
tion and registration fees, and increasing city
fees and the hidden costs at the gas pumps are
also an option.

The financially burdened residents of New
York will be forced to pay these increases and
businesses affected by these increases will
pass these costs to the consumers. I will leave it
up to your imagination as to what some people
may or may not do to avoid paying these fees,
some could be life threatening.

Robert Neglia

Cut down the ginkos

Dear editor,

I have read more than one article in the
Bronx Times Reporter about the problem posed
by some of the ginko trees in our community and
have experienced it first-hand. The odorous and
hazardous conditions caused by the squashed
fruit and seeds on the sidewalk are the result of
a mistake made by the Parks Department some
years ago when female ginkos were planted in-
stead of their male counterparts.

Correct me if I'm wroing, but wasn’t the
ParksDepartmentready toremove healthy trees
from Pelham Parkway if they were judged to be
a hazard to motorists? If their policy is flexible
under certain circumstances, why not consider
the hazard presented to pedestrians every year
by this slippery, foul-smelling mess? If the trees
cannot be removed, why not at least clean up the
areas affected? This is a burden that homeown-

ers should not have to bear alone. Besides, the
trees are at the curb side, not on the residents’
property, and should not be the responsibility
of the parks Department. After all, it was their
mistake and the courtesy would be appreci-
ated by all.

Paulette Sorg

Cell phone entrapment

Dear editor,

This is in reference to the article on park-
ing space locators on Arthur Avenue.

I believe it is a chargable offense to use
any mobile device while driving. Is this a way
to encourage the public to use mobile devices
in their cars and then have to explain to a judge
that they were searching for a parking space?

Joseph Rizza

Why are telemarketers
getting our cell numbers?

Dear editor,

Why are cell phone numbers being released
to telemarketing companies - so they can make
sales calls and we will be charged for those
calls? Who gives them the right to do this?

I am totally against it. Why should it be
the consumer’s responsibility to register their
phone numbers with the NYS Registry? The
consumer should have the right to opt-in for
sales calls and not the telemarketers.

AnnaR.

MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 18

OPED: by Lorraine Von Eeden When the school bell rings - access to healthcare

In my 20-plus years of working as a pe-
diatric nurse practitioner, I have provided
health care to many school-aged children
and adolescents. One area in which I work is
housed within a somewhat unorthodox loca-
tion - within the walls of a high school in the
Bronx. This site is known as a School Based
Health Center.

School Based Health Centers are medical
homes in the school - 226 homes that provide
care to over 200,000 children and adolescents
in rural, suburban, and urban areas of New
York state. SBHCs are on the front lines pro-
moting children’s health in communities
where there is limited access to medical, den-
tal and mental health services. These clinics
keep kids healthy and in school by provid-
ing them with primary preventative, mental
health and often dental services on-site in
the school; acute care, care for chronic con-
ditions, and referral to specialists as needed.
They play an important role in assuring that
health care is available, appropriate and af-
fordable for underserved school-aged youth.
For some, these clinics are their only source
for health screenings, comprehensive physi-
cal examinations, reproductive care, counsel-
ing and immunizations that they will access
throughout their childhood.

Other benefits of SBHCs include: reduced
inappropriate emergency room use, fewer un-

necessary hospitalizations, improved school
attendance and progress, higher immunization
rates, improved and increased access to mental
health, improved reproductive health care for
adolescents, and lower Medicaid expenditures.

The need for School-based health clinics
has never been greater. The recession has re-
sulted in job losses, and swelled the number of
uninsured individuals. Many of the students
live in communities with a high incidence of
drug and alcohol abuse, violence, teen preg-
nancy, and sexually transmitted infections.
Seventy five percent (75%) of the students are
African American, Hispanic or Latino.

At the annual Advocacy Education Day
in Albany, students and parents spoke to the
legislators on behalf of their school clinics and
shared their stories:

The mother whose family had no health
insurance came into a school clinic in Sunset
Park and asked if there was anything that could
be done for her son who had a fever and a per-
sistent cough. The child was examined by the
Nurse Practitioner and found to have Asthma
and Pneumonia. He was given inhalers and an-
tibiotics from the clinic, and sent home. A week
later, he was back in school and healthy.

Governor Cuomo’s 2011-12 proposed State
Budget included 21.7 million for SBHCs in New
York state. At the Federal level, School-based
health clinics were included in the Patient Pro-

tection and Affordability Act passed by Con-
gress in 2010. It is time for us to take stock of
publicly financed health insurance coverage
for children and adolescents. We need to urge
our policy makers to protect and promote
this essential component of the children’s
safety net through the following recommen-
dations aimed at Federal, state Medicaid,
and SCHIP policies: a) Enable school-based
health centers to be listed as primary care
providers in managed care organization and
provider networks b) All insurers reimburse
the school-based health services at 100% of
cost, ¢) Emphasize access to preventative
care, routine assessment and screening, and
effective management of chronic illnesses d)
Remove co-pays or premiums for provision of
primary care.

Send letters and e-mails to Governor
Cuomo, and Senators Schumer and Gillibrand,
in support of keeping these school-based medi-
cal homes alive and vibrant, and of protecting
available funding sources.

Lorraine Von Eeden, CPNP, is a pediat-
ric nurse practitioner who has been providing
health care to infants, children and adolescents
at the Montefiore School Health Program in the
Bronx for over 23 years. A graduate of Colum-
bia School of Nursing, Von Eeden is currently
pursuing doctoral studies at Pace University,
NY.
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